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I started painting ot eight years old, encouraged by my mothor who
had considerable talent. I built model stcges and painted all the

sets.

School days uere entirely overshadowed by the arts. I studied
voico nroduction and deportment, fencing, dancing ond paintings I
continually played juvenile parts and during 1914/1918 er, =8
never off the concert pletform helping to raise funds for soldiers
in eotions I won scven eistoddford gold medals for recitation,
studying under Cecile de Bank who was tho rivel of luriel Alexander
but I'uriel and I were always great friends.

At the age of sixteen, the Headmoster of K.E.S. informed my parents
that I wves sinply wasting my time et school and, very wisely, they
decided that I should leavo, At this time I was painting hard, with
encouragement from that fine architect, Fronk Emilys Amongst his

many achicvements was the design of the main block of \iits University.
He was also an artist of considerable merit.

One dey, Frank Tyers, the scenic artist for Africon Theatres came along
to sce my work. He offered me & job on the paint frame as en
epprontice saying that if, after six ronths I mode the grade when put
through a test, I would have a pernanent job — if not = I was ‘out'.

Marjorie, his daughter, helped me in every weye. He vos a brilliant
goonic ortist and could paint a forty foot canvas without referring to
o notc. He adored the sea ond made 2n intense study of it all his life,
He ocould paint any type of ship from memory and any part of ite It was
wonderful experiencec. I hnd to stuly auite o lot of architecture, as
in those days sets had to be 'rezl' and hen painting on that scale,

architectural detail had to be correct.

Incidentally, I passed my test with flying colours. This consisted of
peinting a "Palace Set" for the old Bupire Theatre and I thoroughly en—

joyod every moment of ite

‘then tragedy ciruckl Frank loved his motorcycle and was killed in a
crashe Iis Aonghter -ms renlly complotsly stricton ~nd wahle to rorle
I, 2t sixteen, was left on my o:m. Thnt huge prodvction, Chu Chin Chou,
arrivel from inglend and all the sets had to be retouched and nmuch re-
painteds I just hod to got on with it. Tis I did and held the fort
until & new artist, Ronald Docker, arrived from Ingland.

I ~lon forred wy oun theniricil company for vthirh I pointed the scenory,
produced cnd played the leading r8lca. AJA. I'ilne's "The Dover Road",
vas an outstanding success. 1uo of the cast of ‘these plays eventually

mnde o grect success in Londone

LUGLaw) air) "Mails OLy VI,

Then came an introduction to Lilian Baylina of the "0ld Vic", Londone.
I wont to england, s given on cudition by .iss Dayliss ond Robert
Atl-ins the producer. lMever ghell I forget atanding in front of the rct
drop in the empty theatre, and delivering llenry VI speech hefore Agincourt.
Lou fortunzte I wzsllil liot only ins I accopted but ues irwodiately o peid
member of the cast. I did not have to poy thom and veg not reanired to ro
throuch the 0l1d Vie School. For ten nonths I played small ports...foeling
110 ~n abgoluto 'liom® wuith these {ine profenasionzls = wCo Assistant tage
I''nnper, ~nd rlgso paintod scenery. I could :rite & smnll book on my ex-—
pericnces in this great little theatre., LUventually, the lant production

of the scccone...I have cven forgotton ita nomeses I hod a vory small port
which I played uith the lead tupert lorvey. For the vory first time I felt
the stage = I knew I was walking well, rrocefully = ond every nirsht on my
oxit I (ot o round of applcauses This roally mecant something at the Vio
wheve the Gudience re=11 Knod tieir Shokespeare wore exceptionally
ocritionl.
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Cn the last night I wont to Rupert ilzvoy's dreosing room to thanl: L/
him for his help and kindness...ss Ho alked upstage every night and
loft tho centre to moseess I B0idy "Thank you Rupert - I have boen
hore for ten months and only now am I beginning to feel that I knou
a tiny dit about actings" "Aubrey m'! boy"y ho rerlied, "I have boen
noting for forty-five years and I om just beginning to feel I know &
tiny bit about acting'l Uhot a losson to those who think that any of
tho arts can be mastered without a 1life time of oiudyl

Thon I mode ono of those terrivle mistakes that only youth oan makes
Lilion and Robert offered me enother seasons Thoy nsliied me if I would
oomé back to thems I wos homesick for South Afrioca, I wos young,
energetio and, fooling the restriotion of London, fell to the persuns—
ion of my mother who had to roturn to my futhers I rofused,

Pnok in South Africo I very quickly renclised my mistckes Restless and
lost I porsucdod my father to give me £45, which at that time bought me
a pascagoy Natal Line, back to Englands The Vio was of course loot to

me.s

Hith an introduotion to Sir Fichsel Itlcony I got & job in the art
department of Gainsborough Piotures whore I agein painteds I also wend
through the scencrio department and ended up as an csoistant directors
I worked with Indeleine Cerol, Gordon Harker, Ivor Kovello, &nd his
wonderful mother Ulaire Hovello Laviess Ve made a short of her famous

Helsh chodr.

then 'Telkies! crrived the Studiosc eventuslly had to be entirely re-
equipped ani I found mymelf out of o Job orumont Pritish offered me a
Job os an Assistant Cinema Imnagoers This sterted me on a long oareer

. of Cinoma and theoatre monogoment for Odeon ond Gaumont in IDngland, and
for 7inopns and Africen Thoziras in South ifricay both of whom gave me
controctss Iy hoppiest periods wvere running Kings, Lurban where I elso
pednted oxtensively and wos elocted 3 member of counoil of the Hatal
Sooiety of Artists. Precident Loo Froncois, »ho 1o clwiye my Sponsors
The beautiful I'lngay Johanneslturg and the fine old Opern liouse, Cape-—
toim, I never cecged to point ind dil o Lenp of work im the Capoe I
exhibited pictures in the Nation2l Collery Capetoimas
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Then back to Englande I hed married and my wife, who was not without
neana, had alweys loved ry paintinge ihe cboclutely insicted that I go
%0 London and paints Thus started my onroer s n professional painters
Unhappy ot the work I wes doingy I colled in Bernord Adoms, & very fine
and well Imo:m pcointer oand tvondorful teacher. Pupil of De lesloy him-
self pupil of John Singor Seargents He confirmed whnt I olroady knew -
thed I wvas 'Off the Reils'y but he soid that I wes a Painter. He said
he would give me oicht lessorsieeee A% 0 pricessses 8nd gunrcnteed that
1 would then be showing in all tho london showse of coursec I aocepted.
lie vuo as good np his worde I exhibitod a% Tho Royal Society of Drisish
Artists, The Noynl Socicty of 011 Peinters, Loiooster Onlleries, Legor
Gallerien, The Roysl Soottish Acedemyy, The Ashmoleum lusoum, Oxford
where I was elected a kember of the oxford Arts Joociety, atos, et0e

at the Nenux Art Gnllery, London run by

I wos booked for a one mAan show
having Joined the ter-

ReOs Dunlop A.R+Asy vhon the war broke out and,
ritoricly, I ino onlled wp ot virtuclly o moments notioes This trogi-
oally ended vhat I know would have been & big oareer in arts Fortunate-
ly I was able to point oxtonsivoly richt through the @ar and moybe the
vaot experionoes gainody the countries virited.es I'ronce, Cermany,
Holland, Delgiun, Egypt, Syrin Crete, Transjordan, Lebun, Cyrenniody
lcloyn, singnporoy Ireland, scotlond, otos = maybe all this had added
dlmim to my nrt — § do hope B0 edeee
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— TSt T hornord sditue It 1o 'entircly aue to him thot to-diy 1 2 >
can work to a dofinite plan, knouing thot 4f cort~in ruleo are obeyed L/
all will be well.ess no longer is it o hit and miesc teohniquo.

I have forgotten $o mention that Amsewits, who was peinting in South
Africa had offered me his huge studio in Kemsington, plus his house.
lLater on I moved to a beautiful, smaller studio in Notting 11411 Cate.
™in was steeped in tradition, Amongst the fomous peoplo vho had

lived in i$ wes Sir Henry Irvines lot only did I go to Nornard Adams
tut, as I vas for from satisfied with my drowing, I went to the Life
olnos at the legont Stroot Folyteolnio, and later the loathorley

Sohool of Art, both admirable institutionss I would not touch a brush
for months but just drew. '
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It wos oertninly ordained that wor or no war I wes t0 carry on with my
arts I had applied to tho lion. John Cotterell, 0.C. of 282 Battery,
Oity of London Regiment for a jobs He saidy "that do you do?"y I said,
1 was an artist to vhich he replied, "I like crtists. Do you know
Blourd Hoolf"s I knew him very well. He said, "Sgt. Kajor, can we

tako kEre Fielding?"eessees The answer, of ooursec hnd $0 be - "Yeo 3ir"y
1 was "IE", He, of course, had a wonderful oollection of piotures and
at one stcge I wos requested to £ind him & houso in the oountry whioh I
didess 8 beautiful old Ceorgean mansion, then 40 go up to his London
House and decide whioh pictures were to be broucht downe He morried
Lady Roseberry and had a sone Iy 0O Ounner Fielding, was invited to the
Christenings Amongst the guests there were, of cource, lords, Admirals,
Gonernls, Air Vise-:crsholls seees and Cunner FTiclding! All went
uondorfuily well, until tho seargent discovered me emongst the gucats...
vge$ in thot there kitohen", hs said, "and uosh up then there glasges,®
"Iin tugrored 4f I will," I mndde I went into the Hall, put on my coat
and hat and wolked all the iy from [lstree %o london in & furyee.s The
next day Cotturell said, "Aubrey wint in hell happoned to you yosterday?
You vernt off with not o gooddbyo %o anyone™s ‘hen I explained he laughed

his head off.

One dcy he naked mo if I thourht I covll camouflage our cun sites I said
I coulds He wao oo pleasod with the result that he reported to lar
cffices I wno acked to go up for cu intervici. Cut of 600 applicconts

for the eppointrnont of Comoufloge 0fficer, eleven .rcre chosens I received
an immediate Dnorgenoy Jommissions Onme dey I wes Gunner Fielding and the

noxt Lieut., Fielding ReBe

I left ot onoe for a six weck oourse at the R.B, Buse at Aldorshote On
the pumo courge :as the frmoun painter rnd atogo Conigner Oliver l'ectely
the then world famous magicinn Jasper I'mrkeliney Hugh Stanton, son of Sir

Hugh Stanton R.A.

At the end of the course I was posted to .2 5 Sorps Longford Castle
galisbury, Commonding Offioer Generael lontgomery, where I joined Edward

Jeagoe

After 8 fow months Genorcl liavell called for camouflcge offiocors rad oix

of ug loft for the for Dnnte OSitting in the chip weiting to dinembork
Lord Anu law ccme over the nir ~nd, {n his maddeningly sarccstic tone
ncidy "4t hos juot come o my notice that a smell group of canouflaco
offiocars has arrived in Fort Soide Thoy cre now waiting to dinebart.e
Amongst them is the vorld famous rericinn Jngper l'nckelines Proouniadblyy
he has como to help mako the British anuy diseppenr = but it won't take &

Janper r'aakelino to do that™!

1ar experionocs would f£111 8 asigenble volume

To write & history of ny
After ort:ing with Ceneral lovelly troining

so I give a short oymopnis.
troups in camouflage in tho fi01d, making dumy tonks, etos I imo posted
to vrete. .
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One early morning the Colonel called me to his offices.es I was attached
to Mddle Ecst Command HeQ..ss He said, "how do you feel about going to
Crete?" This was a good questionll Everyone knew that the Cermans were
all set for an invasion on 2 massive sonlo at eny moment and the soften—
ing up prooess wes then in full suings The Luftwaffe sat cbove the
Island all day end every day, dive bombing. As soon as they saw an air-
oraft about to take off or lond - they swooped on it end either bombed,
or shot it to bitss Mnleme Air Field vhere I was to land was littered
with vrecks. llowovery he continued = "H.Qs wents a8 detailed report on
the Island." I was shown a very very long quostionnairesssstend I also
went you to take over Camouflage vhilst you are theres You will not be
able to stoy long os the report is needed urgentlys Well?" I of oourse
said I'd gos I wasn't being breve - I really had no slternative. It
was, I supposd, an order very nicely put «+ He gave me a beautiful caemera
end heeps of film and the next morn at deybreak we took off in an Ansons
There were no other passengers.ss juct the orew. I+t was a glorious,
absolutely clear dey just right for Jerrys Ve sau this extremely beauti-
ful Island from a distonce nestling in the very blue Mediterranean but I
am sure we all wondered whether we wouyld make it in one pieces

‘e did a perfeot touch down and not a thing worried use I reported to
He¢Qe ond was given a royal welcomes They badly needed advice on camou-

flageeeese

For about ten deys I explored the Island taking endless photographs, ad-
vising gun orews and all formations on the best way to oonceal themselves
with a pertioculer emphasis on not making vchiole tracks, or concentrating
vehicless At the same time I noted the beaches — uhether they dropped
sharply or chelved - the flat ereas, the vast penks, the food situation,
the morzle of the population, tho countless things I was asked to reports
Then I took to the air, in an old 'slrus Flying Boat - one of the only
oraft left in Crete that could fly - I had to lecn over the side with a
bif Air Camera and take my pioturess These were of such things as gun
positions before camouflogey cond dfter, ond meny meny other things too
numerous to mention, The old tizlrus was g0 ponderous that the only way we
oould get into the air was to w21t for a good swell and virtually bounce
it off the wcters The commending offioer on oocasions lent me his fast

fighter and this wos & great helps

Well, after about ten days I vent to H.Q. and seid that I now had all the
material for my report and that it was most urgent that I return to H.Qo
Cairo immediately — how did I get baoke The laconioc reply came — "Hell,
you go dowmn to the airfield where the last plane into Crete will land.

You will find a few mmdred people milling around all with the most urgent
priority rcasons for getting back to Coiro = Good-Luck." I @ot to the
airfield and I saw the plconey an Amerioan Loolkhesnd Hudson oiroling to land.
It came in from Grecce cnd we would be very lucky if there were any seats
available at all, I wes also told by HeQe that it wos entirely the pilot's
decision as to whom he would take. I looked around the huge oirole of
people - full Colonels with red tobs, gsenior Officers of all rankse I was
2 mere Lieutcnont! So I stood disconsolately on the edge of the crowde

The plene touched doims..up went the gangmyeesethe pilot opened the door
and looked arounds "I have four seats," he saids To my amagement he
pointed at FEs "I'll take you," he saide I charged up into the plane.
Throe others were suiftly chosens The door was slammed and we took off,
richg very sharply over the high hills before Jerry could find another
sitting ducke I'm happy to say my photographs turned out very vell and
the report wos extremely well recoived by Cairoe They called it a model
roport and said all officers should read it. I vas destined not to die in
Crete, The wholo time I @3 on the Island I never saow 8 gshot fired in
angers About a week later the attack was launched in full force. I am
happy to say that in Churchill's tar llistories he mentions that the CGermans

paid great tribute to tho camouflage in Crete.
’ = Shortly -
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I wvas pooted to Palestine under General Jumbo Wilson. My main work was
camouflaging defences in Tranajordnn, praotically on the 3Jyrinn border.

- The fear was that the Russians vould come down over the Cauoasuss Vast

defonce plens wore set in motions The high command would not move o step

without a Camouflage Officer to nite the pill boxos and genoral defencesy

moximum cover being requireds Camouflage went hand in glove with oon=

struotion,

I shall slways remember the hoppy days spent with thet remarkable body of
men - the Trensjordan frontior force — with whom I stayeds Their uniform
wes indeed romantic - blaok high bootn with grey riding dritches, red
oamabunds including pistol holsters, blue shirts and headgeary, & high
black Cossaock hat topped with red silk = they were a fine orowdd

Then on into Syria itself, With 5th Indian Infantry Drigade we drove the
Viohy French out and eventunlly oapiurcd Domasous, making the Damngous
Hotel our Headquarters. Camouflage certainly oane into its own during all
this periods Ac the General explainedes..e “If the French hit my petrol
dumps and food supplies we can say goodbye to our advanoe on DamdBcus one

hundred miles up the road."

I 4hrew all the petrol capes into a decp rough ditch surrounding a large
fields In this the air view would give an effect of rookss Thore was 8
churchyard with a high stone wall surrounding its I piled the cases right
round the walls, thus merely thickening the wall and I made one falge wall

entirely of oases,

During this period & troop of 25 pounders arrived, The officer comanding
came up and asked if he could site his guns bohind the wallseese I aid,
m:44h pleasure — if you cre happy to be in the midile of a petrol dump.”
He was out of the place like n shot from one of his gunal Mot a bomd

dropped anywhore near the dumpe

When we rerched Damascus a vast ccmouflago schene was got under wave. All
the defences boing built Ll to be conocaleds I said, "You cre sponding
rillions on construsting thesce defences, Jon't cck me to camouflage for &
fow pounds,” I was granted all the moncy I nocdeds

DISIRT A s,

The Chief Engincer with whon I workod was Brigrdier Perrotty the man who
tuilt the ‘lcaaine line. lle told mo ke w2s given Mlell for spending vast
sums on defences so mear loiro. Uittle d4d they know then that his work
would save the entire riddle Lantj maybe oven total defeaty I acked him
whot Var Office uould say about my spending 01l that moneye He roplied,
nYou're in the same position ns I ams If the Gormans oome down over the
Caucasusy, you'll be a made mANs e+ If Not = You've had iti" vel} no 18
known they not come, but, by that time Fommel had almost rezched the
Alemaine Dofences, He was only about 150 miles up the roed, 80 our com=
pletely untrained Corps, uncer Goneral Holmes wcs rushed down to tho deserd
$o help ntom the tide, ‘!¢ werc in an utterly hopeless condition, puns were
firing from our H.Q. ond over {t, e were overrun and the main road to
Cairo out 'y the enomys Ocnercl Holmes thon call.d us together and said,
"Sorry chopsy, but 1% is now ever:” man for himself, you will have to find
your own way out of this lots Ooad-Lucke" Brigedier Perrott said goodb e
t0 messeesesgot into his staff cor with o rifle ond oompass $o iry and mako
his vas soross tho dosert, ilio 1r.st romeric to us i8¢0 o "They '11 nevor ged
me out of hore alive," He wos killed. He wns o wonderful and drilliont
mans Our GII ron his oar right onto a German 88 Pounder gun site. ilo
lept out of the vehiolo nnd, whilot the gun orew stood open nruthed ond
spoechless at secing at secing a British staff oar, he shot the lot of

them with his pistol and enrncd a 130

1 oould not see myself oroscing the deserts I had & truck of my own and &
Ariverdesansl I saddy Weartan, s 're aeing vicht down this reads If we
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tanks, guns of every sort rnd hadn't the foggest idea whose they were. lie
drove all the way to Alexandria without heving a shot fired at us.s VWhen
we got %0 HiQ.y where the remnants were gothered, WHAT & weloome we re-
ceiveds They oould not believe their eyes!

get bunped it's just too bad." o off we sets Ne saw armoured vehicles, C

The Eighth Army was completoly demoralisedsss 1n foot it was a rabble — not
an armys

On the scene came General lontgomerysss ond like lightening, everything
ohangeds "We are not going to retreat another yard," he said, "and we're
going to throw Rommel right out of Africassss Get the Hall out of Cairo and
Alexandris.ses Stop digging ditohes in the Delta aredsess and get up to the
front line — every one of yousssees"Back oame gelf respeot immediately,
shoulders were squared again and heads held highesese

This was the boginning of the end for Rommel, It vas then that I took part
in the vast decoption and oamouflage scheme in whioh was reproduced in
"Dummy" en entire army Corpss The Cermans were caught completely on the
wrong foot and misjudged the direction of the main attacks It was great
fun seeing them bomb dummy dumps, dummy rail heads, ctcsy and watohing

the huge firos and explosions set up by electrio switches pressed from a
distance, making them think they were on targets

I went as far as Benghasi in the pursuit and then was posted to Englands

JRELAND AND SCOTLAND o

On my arrival in England I was posted to Horthern Ircland Command HeQey
just outside Belfast, where I leoctured to troops on camouflage in the fields
This was & very happy periode I thought Ireland was most beautiful and

got in a lot of landscape painting.

Then on to Scotlaend...sEdinburghes. that beautiful cityes Once agaih I
jeotured at the school of camouflage at surrayfields From the painting
point of view this wos a wonderful periods I stayed at the at the St.

Mary's Hotel opposite the Cathedrals 3taying in the hotel was & Miss

Chapin, & very clderly lody with a great face and bags of charsoter. The
manager of the hotel geve me a small lounge as a studio and I painted hers

The picture, uith two others, wes accepted by the Royal Scottish Aocademy
and I am showing it on my exhibition.

The manager asked me if I would paint his wife as a commissions I said,
"Yes, on one conditions If you don't like the portreit when I've finished
you don't pay for it." Reluctantly he accepted my termse telly the result
vas a good painting but not a good likeneoss Jhe was a good looking, well
taylored woman but from an artist's point of view almost impossible to
painte There was nothing charaoteristio to grip on to.

I wvatched his face keenly as I showed it

40 hime.... I never listen to wvhat people say about a pioturesses I just
watoh the face as they first see 1t. It tells me all I want to knowe Ho
looked for & long time and then said, I'm afraid it's not my wife as I see
per." I said, "I'm sorry but I agrecs" "Our arrangement standse I've
thoroughly enjoycd painting your 7ife and I'm quite happy." He tried to
persuade me io take gomothing but I rofuseds 1 stoyed at the hotel for
about three wecks cnd when leaving vent dowm to settle my acoounts I
acked the receptionist for the bille Oho said, "There I3 no bill and it's

as muoh as my job is worth to give you one."

Well I knew he wouldn't like it.

They were the parents of the famous film star of that time Anne Todde

went to Inverness where I had a big job on hand.

g the imprescion that we were going to launch
the West coast of Scotland. I had great fun
gun sites, guns, etos We massed

Shortly after that I
This was to give tho German
an invasion on lloruay from
building dumny ocamps, dummy dumps,
- vehioles -



vehiocles ond drove thom oll over the plnce moking tmcﬁrmvmmnrv—w—¥

visable from the air. How suosessful this effort was, and whothor it
ever decoivod tho Germansy I mover really learned but I enjoyed the ex-
" perienoce very muchs

Then I went over to the Continent in the invosion, landing on those
ingonious lulberry lartourss Then & long, long trip right through Franog,
and Belgiun up to Antwerp whioh was still being shelled by the Jerry from
the other side of the Scholdts

)y adventures in the oity would fill a books Onoe the V1's and V2's
started 1% wns o nightmare - ond yot looking back on it all 1 enjoyed 1%,
He danced, we wined ond dined, I met wonderful and brave Belglian friendsy
$ook over a beautiful flat belonging to 8 collaborator whom we threw out
and imprisoned, Never did I ceasd to peint.eeewith the bombo roining
dovm I sat in the streets with my drawing board and skotcheds I very
nearly sold the entire ocolleotion to the Belgian Covornments It just did
not quite oomo off, Semodey I w111 appronch thom agains They should

prove even mora interesting todays

I sow "D" Day in Antuwerp — paintod it cnd exhiditod it at the Leicester
(hlleriea, lLondon.sss.s but I still went on into Cermany before being

sent home for demobilisation.

20D ILISATION

1 vos living in Yorthing when I left the Army andy as poon as I had
settled dovm, atarted to paint apaine Howevery I had lost all my money
in the war years and, although Leicester Collerieo accepted my work, I
soon bercan to renlise that I had lost =iz yearse No longer vas I known
ahd I wovld hnve to start all over again. This oould bo o very long
haul in the art world. To my amosement, ono day 1 was 'phoned by liar
Off1084s0s.8 Hould I consider coming back t0 themess. They would send me
to the Jchno) of Military Intelligonce for gsixtoen wecks with the sub-
stantive rank of Ccptainm ond o five yoar short sorvice Jormissions I
asked for the weck-end to oonaidor its then I ronlised the security it
would offer I desided to scaepts I hod also loarned to love the oImMyese
the wonderful ocmeradoohip, otos lNever have I worked so herd in my life
oo on thnt courses JIrom eight in the morring 4411 six in the evening
»with o short break for lunche i/hen six ccmey the Chief Instructor would
say, "That's ell for today Gentlemen — proviced I hove the caswers to
theno quostions in the morning.” This mecnt working right through the

nicht in many cases.

I mrnaped to pass and wos posted to our He.ls lunehan Park, ifuneham
Courtnay, just outside Oxford, belonging to Lord llarcourts <The mosh
glorious placeo slretching down to the Thawmese The estuta was throim
open to the publio once & year 80 that they could sce its Spring glorien,
wder the vory striotest supervision of course nnd the most elaborate
gseourity precautions. Thus began & very happy perioc of my lifee In all
that beauty I painted and had quite a lot of time in whioh to do 80.

Hong-Long for tuwo-and-a~half yearse lore

d routing out the Communist bapdits in the
of the asts I ocan
Contin~nt vhen there
far Basteee Something

1 as gsent out to lnlaya and
rioh oxperiences, fighting an
vast juncles, at the same time enjoying the wondors
never understand vhy people on holiday rush %o tho
1s o wonderful, new colourful world to see in the

utterly different,

re I bought a 25! Jabin Cruiserses & fine
boat which ocould sloep four end I 1ived in it for two yoorse It wos
moored ot Jandfor Lock, just above Iunehcme And how I paintedddili!

™o of thepe works will be on my showe Oons of the lock and the other,
"The King's Arus' a very famous Pub frequentod at one tine by "Teddy

Prince” — in othor words the Duke of ‘iindoors

Then onme retiring age: [he army Uounoil gronted me um extra t170 yeArsees
nnd then it :mo all over.

Then back to Fnpland aganin whe

- VYV -
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My parents wore living in South Africa and my father had provided I.awronoi
Adler with some backing to enable him to start a small freming businens
and Gallery.

It was deoided that I should join him as a partnere I knew & great many
.of the London Callery owvmorn intimatoly and, bofore leaving England,
arranged for many shows to bo sont to thio country, Vhen I arrived in
Johonnesburg, I found the Gallery and framing consisted of & small wood
and i{ron shed on the roof gordon of Pinn's buildingo. The place hed groat
potential howover, and I am sure that all she artists and art lovers of
this city will remember it with nostalgias They will remember the tremen—
dous things we did in that little dumpe As many as o thousand people o+
tended one Artists of Feme and Promise Exhibitions They were queued up
right round the blooxs Then ccme our truly beautiful Gollery designed by
DPonald Turgolleses one of tho fincat privotoe gallerics in the worldees
vhat 8'ows we hnds Exhibitions from all over the world -~ end what stunts
we got up toj ond what & great number of artists we "mode" -~ White and
Black, To oite only one case -~ Lucas Sithole gold us his first oerving
for £15 - now he fetches thousands Frenk Spears sold for £30 and R45 -
now his prices are R600y R800 and & thousand. But from the word "go"

tho Gullory wes somchow & trogedys I had hopod the articts would olamour
to show in such a perfeot setting — but they were most lukewarme Lxpenses
were enormous in that huge ploce and we did not have tho ocapitals Nor
oould we raiso o oent from all our woalthy patronss They all said vhnt a
lovely Oallory it wasy ond that they would not go anywhere else, Dut

when it came to saving it, not ono person ocame forwards In the end, I
found mysclf thrown out of the grllery that Imd oroated ot virtuslly o
minute's notice without even a month's salarys It lasted snother few
months and then had to close downe This great Callery should have been
in oxistenco todeys It would climys heve been o grect naset to Johcnnes—
burge There are dozens of galleries todnyy but I feel cure that none oan

equal the idlor Fielcings

sessss ond now after working and spending my life mhowing othor ortists...
I am to have an oxhibition of my owns I have never really been interested
in shovings I have juct weated to printe  Tut 1 hove been persunded, ond
am glad to say I em going to show with lindame Hnengghie lie hove been
friendly rivels for years and I ~m very hoppy obtout ite I Lope ars lovers
will liko my work. Mthouch meny yerrs ™(o I shoued o great doal in the
ocomntry,; most of my life hns been spent abroad and I showed extensively
oversoas. iowevery, I was born in this country and I think it's about time
that 1 tool: my pleoce mnongst the South African artistsieees I am not a
moderny I am an Impressionists I have always loved impressionism and I
am sure ono must paint cs ono feels and not try to be nip-to-date”s At
any rote, when I take up o brush cnd paint with all the feeling of whioh

1 an oapable — I am hapryd e live in the most beautiful gurroundings

in a dreon ocottagos fTho ownor of the property had made the place a life's
worke.es. &nd is to build me o studioddd Could anything be more wonderful?
Oeging out of the huge window I will look out aoroso 4he Klipriverstorgess
and "The Valle; of Storms" as ue call 14, iiow oon one fail to oreute in

this atmosphore.

NAJe AUBREY FIELDING.



